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By Theodore M. Knappen j
PITTSBURGH Industrial re¬

gion, the Verdun of the war

for the control of steel, 9 ¿

naturally one of the mr >9t

r.i^turenque sections of
4 Ame/ ,-îcai

i nd viewed in the mass the * .vorks
of man have but added to N ature's
v ork. Into a setting of mai 3ive hills
nd deep and narrov / valleys
-eughing three great rivers and

n.y tributaries, wh cre Nature,
kiilded. Folidly and 1 jugely, came

ugh, sturdy and in«* Jomitable mor
rear in time the hard, toilsome

-.custries of iron at xr\ steel that pro-
ice the foundations and the fe.bric

c£ the physique 0f modern civiliza-
on. Most unlovely In themselves,
.he intermino'ole smoking mills, fu.v-
.:aces, coal Upples, oil well derricks,
ailroad3 f.hat slash the hills, and
he myriad towers and stacks that
".cvce the sky, slag dumps that re-

fnible and rival glacial moraines
11 contribute to a scene of impress-

grandeur, shrouded by smok<
y day and glowing with the fire-
creation by night.
The steel gian t, as symbolized b]

¡Pittsburgh, is a colossal octopui
hose tentacles reach out througl
! the valleys roundabout from th»

city itself and grip the rustic hilli
coils of relentless industry work

ig mightily in iron and coal an¬

as. The capital of steel is thus no
** compact city that excludes th«
country but rather one that pene
!at**s and encoils it for a hundre*

iiiles. The farmer from his corn

:>-lds and pastures looks down upoi
cities and towns that have lengtl
rather than width, and the strippe«
worker at the blistering furnace
f-nd forges has but to look upwar«
to behold a fair and quiet country
side. From the great spactes of th
generous hills and plateaus it i
hut a step to the constriction am

congestion of the huddled work
.shops and habitations that intrud
upon the rivers on one side an

gouge and hang onto the hills on th
other

The Hills and Valleys
On the hills is sparsity of populi

tion, in the valleys such crowdin
»» is not surpassed elsewhere i
America. Above is the cleanne*
and wholesomeness of the primith
World; below the dirt and squale
of the human warren. From valh
floor to hilltop one pass»» from tl
complexity of the industrial ag'; 1
the simplicity of the rustic er

Above, the world sef-ms good ar

tacid; b«*low, ;'t appears dubious ar

torbid. In the hills reside the horn
geneotu old American stock, ta
tog life In leisurely fashion: in tl
vaiky» «v/arm and jabber all tl
*&"-. and tongues of the alien wor
'" a bedlam of social and econom
distraction. On the heights the;
*r* no "modern problems"; in tl
depths there In nothing else.
Where the blue Monongahela fro

the south unites with the brown A
*Hh*ny from the north to form tl
°hlo is Pittsburgh city, straddlii

»H flus rivers.the brain and head of
"> A octopus. It has grown out of the
«ralleys for its better residences, but
the business district is piled into
them and is close against the innu¬
merable mills, around which are
built the endless rows of houses in
which the workers live. These are

usually two-story structures, abut¬
ting directly on the streets, contrast¬
ing strangely in their more or less
unkempt.though by no means

I wretched.appearance with the trim
office buildings and great stores that
rival the hills in height.

All the life and activity of the ten¬
uous valleys flow into this tense and
pulsing city. Just as the rivers con¬

verge here, so converge the railway
lines in intricate yards and termi¬
nals.not only from the surrounding
territory, but from half a continent.
In these yards are collected and
thence dispatched to the ends of the
earth the greatest initial traffic the

! world has yet produced. The river?.
themselves do not escape the law of
toil that is upon all this region. Up
and down their canalized loops

I move, day and night, long tows of
coal barges from the countless river
mines.

A Continuous City
Up the Monongahela on either

side of the stream are Homestead
Duquesne, Braddock, Rankin, Mc
Keesport, Glassport, Dravosburgh

iClairton, Monongahela City, Donora
Monessen, Charleroi and so on, in e

continuous city. Up the Alleghenj
are such places as Sharpsburg, Etna
Tarentum, New Kensington, As
pinwall, Brackenridge and Nationa
and on the tributary -streams score:

of busy towns that work in iron anc

steel. In all of them, the majority
of the lowléer workers live in mear

| houses, chiefly frame, and usual!}
painted a dull gray, that front ot

.¦.dirty streets, leading from the mills
In the larger places there an

rarely any yards, but in the small
er towns, even in the "compan;
houses," all but the most recent o

which are extreme in their uglines
and monotony, there are patches o

yards, but they are always littere*
and uncared for. They do not loo
like hones.they are Only bunk
houses for families or boarders, n

matter how substantial they may be

The better class of workers get, away
from these dreary districts to snug
cottages and prétentions houses oi

the hillsides and up the gulches.
The mill tenements are as unhoiim-
like within as without.nothing but
the rudest furniture of living in¬

congruously mixed up with pianos,
graphophonea and washtubs, with
dirty babies-.sprawling on the floors
and rolling out the doors and into
the streets. Despite the environ¬
ment, the human stock of these low¬
ly districts is vigorous. The men are

stocky and muscular and the women

sturdily moulded for motherhood.
There are no signs of malnutrition
no evidences of lack of food; and of
a Sunday the men doin the most up-
to-date clothing and the" women

blossom forth in expensive raiment.
The crowding in these dingy

These two pictures afford an excellent idea of the contrast in livinig quart ers

I At (he top of the page,
i some of the great steel shops
in the Pittsburg strike dis-

j tsicl.
i The picture above shows
flourishing track gardens un*

der the shadow of the great
mills themselves.

At the left-No strike in
fhis atley.

places is often awful, but there
seems to be little relation between
that fact and the earnings of the
workers. Thrift concentrated solely
on the amassment of cash is not
altogether a virtue. The foreign
v. orkers are willing, with the ex¬

ception of a few extravagances, to
sacrifice all present good and well-
being to the accumulation of money.
With such a goal, hiffh standards of

living are Incompatible and appar¬
ently excluded. Crowded together
like animals in a stockyard of their
own volition, decency and cleanli¬
ness are impossible and sanitation
forgotten. Most attempts to im¬
prove living conditions among the
foreign masses have failed. Often
when houses have been provided
with bathtubs they are used for
coalbins and other storage pur¬
poses. Then the plumbing gets out
of order, the householder has a big
plumbing bill to pay.and aftei
that he wants no more moderr
houses. All he wants is a place tc
sleep, a place to eat and a place t<
work. His thoughts are always 01

the old home in Europe and th«
"pile" that will take him back on'

day, there to live in ease and com

fort. Of course, marriage, chiidrei
.Hiid their responsibilities often com«

to dissipate the initial purpose, anc

then begins the phase of mergenct
into American life, higher stand
;.rds, a little home up in the Mils
:md living for living's sake. To the
men of the squalid tenements the
strike really appeals as a chance for
more money.not more money fci
better living, but more money f j-

the stocking, the money belt and
the bank.more money for the life
in the old homeland.

New Cottages
The steel companies feel the re

proach of these squalid dwelling:
and the gray lives of the dwellers
but they hardly know how to g«
about improving conditions. Never
theless, they are building move an«

more cottages, varied in design
thoroughly modern and low in rent
Almost every mill has its athleti
field and recreation grounds for th
children, and spacious washroom*
ample lockers, shower baths, lunch
rooms and cafeterias for the me¬

are coming in. A little more tim
and they will be introduced into a

the mills. Hospital facilities, emer

f?ency and permanent, arc general!
well supplied. Community garden
have been established to give th

people a chance to get away fror
their confined districts, and attempt
are even made to beautify the ope
spaces in the mill yards. But s

long as the poorer houses rema;

they will be occupied. The Ion
hours of the steelworkers doubtle:

have something to do with their in¬
difference to their home surround¬
ings.

There is danger that an account
of the worst conditions will give an

erroneous impression. It needs to
be remembered that probably not
more than a third of the mill men

live in the poorer class of houses
The other two-thirds.mostly Amer¬
icans.live* in better houses, provide
better and enjoy more of the good
things of life than most of the wage.
workers in such cities as New York

| and Chicago. They earn largely
and spend freely.
A Traffic Problem

The mills are generally on the
water fronts of the rivers and
creeks. Close to them and parallel¬
ing the watercourse is the main

i
street of the town, with the dwell-
ings of the unanchored workers
crowded closely above or below. In
getting from one valley to another
by anything like a direct road tre¬
mendous hills have to be crossed,
and the municipal engineers have
hard problems to solve in getting
passable grades for them as well
as the city streets. In Pittsburgh
itself inclined railways are resorted
to in places, the traffic being low¬
ered and lifted by what are in ef¬
fect huge elevators. Trestles and
bridges are everywhere. Popula¬
tion, factories, railroads, business
houses and residences all tend
toward the valley floors, so that
great congestion exists in proximity
to the open country. The result is
that many «if the working people
are grouped more closely together
than in most factory towns and live
where pleasant surroundings are al¬
most impossible. In these long and
narrow towns it ¡s impossible to
traverse them without seeinu the
worst sections more easily than the
best. The nearness of th<3 work¬
men's quarters to the mills, which
the topography encourages if ¡t doe:--
not necessitate, to a large extent
contributes to the slatternly appear¬
ance <>f thi'i r habitations, with
smoke and soot everywhere.
Great Blacksmith Shop

Tiic mil!- and plants are ruda
places nnl the making of steel is at
best hard and dirty werk, and often
dangerous. A steel mill is, after all.
nothing 'nut a great blacksmith shop
.a place of smoke, fire, heat, steam,
noise, cinders and soot, where mam¬

moth machines annihilate time and
multiply power in dim and murky
bays under grimy vaults. Fascinat¬
ing to a spectator as is the colossal
m-ocess «>f smelting iron from ore

and steel from iron and the concen

tration of prodigious mechanical
force that beats it into shape, it is
only a dirty job to the common

virker. From the dirt and grime
f the mill the unskilled worker

goes unmoved to an ugly home in a

ireary street. In a lovely world in
the hills all roundabout he lives and
has his being in the dank valleys.
To him a strike vaguely points

'he way to the hills. It varies the
nonotony of serving with the stimul¬
ation of protesting. For a time he
Tropes into a world of thought and
views life outside the shop and the
human den. A strike is an epoch in
his life. It is a grand variant from
:he dull round of humble work, even
if it leaves him poorer. It demon
strates the importance of his labor
and dignifies for him his part in tha
human drama. *
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